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(“Hello People™ in Oj.iéwﬂ

New Office Space

In Seprember 1994, The Culeural Conservagey
(TCC) finally moved into a “non-home” office in a

fia n-pmﬁr by ui]d]i]g in Davis, California, We now have-

a ceneral meering place and a publicly used reference
library. Board members have donaced some office
equipment, but other things are needed {please see
pe. 2 for our wish list). Davis is 2 small collepe-rown
one and a half hours nartheast of San Francisea and
is where Executive Direcror, Melissa Nelson, has
searted 4 graduate progeam in culiural ecology,

New Advisory Council

Mililani Teask { Hasarean) — Kia aina (governor)
of Ka Labui Hawai'l; Former Board Member

Bobert Woableza LaBate [Lakoass) — educaror,
filmmaker, acrivise

Dennis Marrine (O Qadbamd Crow Thicana) —
Sociery for Ecological Rescoration, Talelma
InterTeibal Project

Ayapish Slow [ ChumachiDind) — culmral
resources, Mative American monitoring

Em”y Schwalen (Cherpkee)— UC Davis E{:ﬂ:]ngy
Program, Marural Resources Conservation
Seevice

Chuck SLerh:n [Mrstrmn ﬁr'fo.r;e,— ['he BASKET
Project, California Seate Universine—
Mortercy Bay

Lucinda Moonn {(.&m‘m&mmaﬁ:}—
Hartnell Cu“egc

Philippe Jordi— senior planner wich the
Wampanoag Tribe

with and for Native leaders such

Preserving Traditional Cultures and Their Ancestval Lands

1994-1995 Activities

-Boozhoo, Anishinaabe!

New Staff

In December 1994, The Cultural
Conservancy hired lsmana Carney as
a Program Director with a pareicular
emphasis in project fundraising and
management and public relacions, Ms.
Carney is of east Indizn descent and
has spent over 5 vears working

as Dennis Banks, Ann Marie Savers,
and Bernice Tarrez,

I was 4 prayver answered when | mer Melissa,

“anel mare than that, a confirmation that the waork

which 1 have been doing for the past five years or so 45
right wark for me, The Cultural Conservancy, it's
goals, and vision firs so well with my own vis i vis
working with indigenous culvures, char 1 was mare
than grarified when | was ofered to become a pare of
TCCs sraff. Mosc importanely, it provides the oppor-
tunicy far me to centnue to work for the preservarion
and protection of the world's indigenous culiares.

I have spent the last few years working in vari-
ous capacities with many of the local Monterey Pen-
insula Narive American councils and tribes, | have
alse worked with Native American leadess from ather
areas and from out of state; Most of my accivities have
revolved around Program Development with the ex-
press purpose of educaring and sensitizing the gen-
eral public to the critical issues facing indigenous

peoples and also o present the complexity and pro- |

found beauty of the colmres.” - limana Carney

In Oceaber 1995, we hired Emily Pagliaro as 2 part

rime administeative and research assiscant. Emily is
eompleting her Bachelor's degree ar UC Diayis, where

| her mejor is Internarional Helarons and minoe is Na-

v American Studies. Emily grew op in Flawai'i and
has experience in historic preservation and native plant
care: Emily will assist director Melissa Melson in man-
aging the office and conduer Narive lands research for
General Counsel Patricia Cummings,

"Tndian people musr take a leading role in
environmenti education a5 Westcrn sociery
begins. to realize that it needs to, forge an
eenlogically hased cosmology, mmpl:n: with
new myths and new applications of science and
technology”

. —Aares Cajere, Look T The Moicniain

Speaking for the Board of Directors, 1 want o
thank cach of you wha have gencrously da-
nated o our arganization and suppart our ef-
fotts 1o preserve narive lands and culrires We
have accomplished some wonderful chings in
15994 and 1995, and with your on- -going sup-
pore, we can continye fo accomplish interess
ing and important projeces in che farure,

— Melissa Welson, Executive Dircctor
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THE CULTURAL

CONSERVANCY

THE CULTURAL CONSERVANCY i 2
land conservarion organization dedicated o the
preservation of traditional cultures. The Con-
servancy conduces research and educational
programs on taditional ways of life, che pro-
rection of indigenous lands and “inrellecrual
property” rights, advocates relizious freedom
and human rgles for land-based spiritual prac-
tices and beliefs, and provides rechnical and
legal information and assistance to nartive
groaps. Where appropriate, THE CULTURAL
COMNSERMAMNCY assists local sative groups
to. form their own fand truss, acquire land,
property richts, and culoural conservation sase-
ments in arder o prowect the natural habiae
of their tradiional culoures,

Wie work with existing public and privace

“ormaniztians, tribes, and native preservation

roups to ensure that the lands and property
rights we help o prorect or acquite afe main-
wined, restored and procected a5 craditional
cultural reserves. The Conservancy wotles with
native groups in the United States; Canada,
Hawai't and Seuth America, .Our poal 5 oo re-
turn “native lands o nacive hands.”

Chur Board of Ditecrors, advisors and s
are o diverse group of narive leaders, craditional
practitioners, and experts in historic pre-
servation, law. nawaral and  culoural
respurcs conservation dand restoration, land
righes, incellecoual properry rights, religious
freedom and philanthrapy. We welcome your
interest and invite vou to join THE CUL-
TURAL CONSERVAMCY, Please see page 4
for membership form.

The Cultural Conservancy Board of Directors:

Aleianeirg Arvgrmeds (Kechnan) .
Makealang %'rp.l'm (Hawalt)
Komila MeDnnald

Patricia J, Cunmings, General Crsel

Executive Director: Mefine NVelsan (Cfifuel
Program Diicecror: S Cr.'r.'r?;
Administrative Assistant: Bmily Pagliam

Volunteers: By Schuwslen, Colin farite <

B0 Box 72086, Dawmy, €4 95617

(6] Z39-2285, Foc (V161 739-2268

E-vinaadls snkasedson @i apcorg: Warld Wide Wb size
{tinder cansirnctfonds Sl were edwloostaned
CreltwnalConservancy i b

The Culrural Conservaney is funded by donations
from our members znd fundation grans. Wed
eapecially like to ;;:L'k:tu'-'-']:'dﬁe the conteibutions
from our supporring memhbers: Allen Kanner,
Kraemer Winslow, Jennifer Easton, Gary Mabhan,
Alan & Tori Drengson.

Foundations:  Fand of the Fowr Divections, The
%an Francisco Foundaion, The Roclwond Foun-
dation, Yanguard Public Foundatior, .5, Fund,
[nternational Transpersonal Asseciaian.

Wil List; relaciviely new Macintosh enmputer, [a-
SET PriMTer, COpy Macine.

- SACRED LAND

ProTECTION EFFORTS

Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta,
Colombia .

¢ In collaboration with the C.5, Fund and che Tairona
Heritage Trust, we successfully campleted our project
to protect some of the ancestral lands of the Kog
peaple of Calombia, Through sur musal effores, we
assisted the Kogi in purchasing back approsimarely
thirty-cight hectares of their tradicional land on an
ancient erining site called Hickemezig. Four other
small areas of land are in the process of being trans-
ferred to the Kogi, This land has been anaailable to
them for tour hundred years and it now serves as a
buffer zane beeween the Kogi and the outside warld.

"You are uprosting the Earrh

and we are divining to discover how to teach
YO 60 FOp. . ,

We woele to talee cave of the world. . .

We are all here to give 2 warning. . ."

Kogi Mama in PBS documentary, From the Heart off
the Wokld: Elder Brockers Wirning, by Alan Ereira. To
peder a copy of this video or receive more informa-
rion about the Kogl, contace: Tairona Hf}?'rdgf Trnst,
Chisholme Huosse, Roberteon nr Haseel, Ro, Seotianed
TD4 FPH: vemail: glatvey@gmape. ovg.

Hawai'i

Kz Lahui Hawai'i, 4 narive initdative for self-govern-
ment thar arsues for federal recopnition of native
Hawaitan sovereigniy: has: with theassistanee of TOC,
mitiared ies land recovery project by creating a na-
tional lahd truse. Ka Lahui bs currencly negotiating
with 4 private donor to have lands recurned 1o them,
For wore tnformirion, convacer Ka Labwi Bawatd, PO,
Bax 4964, Hils, HI 96720,

' The Return of Ksho'olawe
In Novenber 1993 Congress vored o permanencly

[ stop all military training and bombing of Kaho'alawe

islindd and return otle of the island m the Stare of
Hawai'i, Congress also authorized funding for the

clednop and restoration of the island’s culral and
natural rescurces over the next ten vears, The island
will serve as a cultural reserve and will be held in
erust for the soveteign native Hawaiian entiry when
it 15 reestablished and recopnized by the stee and
federal governmenes, Comtaer Kaboidoue Sland fe-
sevve Commission, 33 Seuth King St Roowm 403,
Honalul, HT 96813,

Mt. Shasta, California

In 1992, Cultural Conservancy Board member,
Pagricia Cummings, an behalf of the Wintu and along
with che Sierra Club, successfully sued the US. Far-
est Service, forcing chem to reconsider plans for a ski
resort at Pancher Meadows, 2 Wintu sacred sive on
Mz, Shasea, Me. Shasea was then deteemined eligible
far listing on the Narional Register as a tradicional
caloural property. In 1994, 1 California Congressmen
and nimerous private property owhers were outraged
ar the historic register designation of Mt Shasta and
convinced the Diepartment of the Interior 1o down-
grade Mr. Shasta’s hisroric designation, Patricia
Cummings continues to provide legal services ro the
Winnemuem Wintu and is currently working rowards
preservarion of their sacred sites on public lands, as
well as obraining permanent protection, throwgh pri-
vate agreement, of sacred sires on privare lands, The
Cultural Conservancy suppores Patricia Cummings
with our sacred sites public sducation programs,

At. Graham, Arizona

M Graham is sacred fand to the San Carlos Apache:
It 15 the home of mounrain spirits, procecrar fram
illness and encmies, source of power to medicine
peple and sice of ceremonies and burials. The Uni-
versity of Arizona and its parmers the Max Planck
Institute and the Yarican {che MMt Graham Tnterna-
tinsmal Olhservatoey - MGIO) have already desecrared
patt of the mouneain by building reo relescopes on
M, Graham withour consulring wich the San Catlos



* lnwoduce an-amendment (o Congress 10 again ex-

Apachic or corhplying with LS, cultural, envimonmen-
tal, and religious protection laws, The construction
ol the thard and Jarpese telescope bizs been halted in
tederal courr unrl the U of A compleres the environ-
meneal and culmral impact reparrs. Bt recently thee
AZ Congressman Jim Kolbe announced he will soon

empr the developers of the MGIO from complying
with the criocal environmental and culueal proee-
tion laws o allow che U of A to build the thizd zele-
scope, Please oppose this violation of Native Ameri-
can religious freedom and environmental protection
by writing or calling your local congressmen.

The Calural Conservancy conducrs educational
events about M. Graham by giving showings of ASC
videos and hosting ASC leaders ar evening lecrure
events, Contact: Apache Survival Coalition,
PO Box [237, San Carles, AZ 83550 TelfFioe: (G121

475-2543,

San Francisco Bay Area, California
Native Larnds and Culivres Restoration Project,

In Jamuary 1995, we were generously funded by the
San Frantisco Foundation to implement 2 planning
process to develop a culmrally-based vision of resto-
ration wark in the San Francisco Bay Area, The goals
of this project are to support a process of coalition
building among Macive American groups and ather
arganizations invelved in cultural and ecological res-
toration and o restore natve peaples’ land-based
traditions and native plants and animals in the San
Francisco Bay Area, The project has consisted of four
meetings atmed at public education abour cultaral |
traditions and Native land Fstaration appartunities
involving local Native peoplein cooperation wich res-
toration effarts underway ac the Presidio, We are
bringing tegecher a Bay Area network of native
elders; reachers, restorationises and community mem-
bers to coordinate restoration projects in cthe Four
Sacred Directions of che Bay Arga, Two sites have al-
peady been selected: the San Francisco Presidio to
the West, where we are working with Joe Myees of
the Mational Indian Justice Center (NI]C) ro coordi-
nape restoration at the sies of the future Indigenous
Studies Cenrer, Califprnia Indizn Museum, and
Mative village. The Souchern sice will be ar Indian
Canyon, a living Indian Heritage Arca outside of
Hellisrer CA, There we are conrdinaring offorts with
Ann Marie Sayers, chairperson for the Muesun band
of Ohlone/Costancan Indians, to restore the creek,
assist In greating fire breaks and install composting
tailets, We are currently consulting with the Coast
Federated Miwole people to see how we can be of
assistanee to their enltural restorasion efforts in Marin
county, Our fnal round-table meeting was held in
Movember and a complete project summary is avail-
able, W invite you to become aparcof this network
of restorationists working ro preserve native fands and
culrures. [lease contace us with your ideas and expe-
ricnces, Yow can reack NIFC at #7 4eh St Swize 46,

Pesalioma, CA 94952; (F07} 762-8113 ana Tndian
Conpan ar B 28, Holfiseen, CA 95024 (508 637~ |
J235; Wartd Web Puge: birpfu e coleostans,

B March 1994, TCC anganized 4 panel on “The
Commodification of the Sacred” fearuring Berh Bue-
rawvs, Alejandro Areumedo, and Pacricia Cammings,
[ur the anpual Envirormenia! LAY Conference in
Eugene, Oregon.

B My 1994, Parricia Cummings and Mililani Trask
gave keynote addresses an Martive Righrs ar che Eaech
Wisdom Conference in Killarney, Treland.

B June 1994, Melissa Nelson artended che Indig-
enous Enviconmental Netwoek "Protecting Mather
Earth Conference” ar the Mole Lake Sokaogan
Chippews Cammunity in Wisconsin, and gavea pre-
sentation on secting up native land usts,

B Aegus 1994 Melissa Nelson setended a TLN,
Enyironmental Program: Biodiversity Convention
planmning meeting in Geneva, Switzeriand to discuss
tssues involved with setting up a hiodiversity infor-
mation clearing-house,

B Seprember 1994, The Crdorad Conservaney co-
sponsored a Cirizens Dialogue on “Biodiversicy, Bin-
rechnalogy, and Intellectasl Propercy Bights” in San
Francisco, California. Thiswas a very significant edu-
cational meeting and information packess are available,
This meeting was organized and fanded by the Insti-
ture for Agriculeure and Trade Policy and C.5. Fund.

‘W Alsain Septemiﬁf_-r 1994, Board members Patricia
Cummings and Mililani Trask gave testimaonies nn
native land rights and sacred site issues at che "LLN,

Hearing on Racism and Human Rights in che UL5..°
Oukland, California,

Cultural Education Proj

B [n February 1995, in co-sponsotship with the
Monterey Peninsula College, The Cultmral Conser-
vancy presented “An Evening With Dennis Banks.”
noted Mative American leader, social activise and edu-
caror, Close ta 300 people attended. The Conservancy
recerved major press coverage for this event in the
Munterey Peniininla Herald, Cose Weekly and the Sal-
ataty Californids,

W In April 1995, In co-sponsored with TG Santa
Cruz, we presented “Apache Days: Sacred Tand-Sa-
cred Trust,” This evenc fearured ralks by Inex
Talamantes, Mescalern Apache and professor of Reli-
gious Studies at UC Sanca Barbara and Mike Davis,
vice-chairperson for the Apache Survival Coalition
and leader and procecrar of Moune Graham, We were
also honored with the Mescalera Apache Mourntain
Spirit Dancers, who Hanced outside around a fiee over-
looking the Monterey Bay.

B Al in Aprl 1995, TCC presented a Cicizen's
Dizlopue an “Indigenous Conservarion, Protection,
and Restorarion - Exploring & Calturally-based ¥i-
sion of Restoration” on Earth Day art dve Presidio in

. San Francisco. Speakers included Joe Myers, Narianal
Iaclian Justice Cencer, Dennis Martines, Sociery for
Ecological Restoration, Ann Marie Sayees, Chairper-
son for Indian Canyon Band of Ohlone Indians, snd
Jimmy Langman, Barth Island Institure,

Other 1994-1995 Highlights =

B Ocrober 1994, The Culirad Conservaney sponsored
four members of Ka Lahvi Haweai'i to artend the Land
Trust Alliance (LTA) Rally in Chattanodga, Tennesseg
for teaining in land rrust conservation techniques. We
also pr:ﬁ:nl:c:d 2 pnnn:| disr;uss!m'l an "R;wing Marive
Lands 8 Culoures,” which wis very well atended, For
LTA 95 we orsanized a field teip eo Indian Canyon
and presented on “Colural Conservarion Easements,”

Az a resule of pur panels and conversarion generared
ar these conferences, The Culrural Conservancy far-
mally pequeseed land trusts and ocher consereation
proups toshare with us any actvities chey are doing
with local narive groups, We are especially interesced
in any dralt documents or language that perains co
“culrural conservarion easements.” or “memoranduins
of undersanding” (MOUs), Accerding o the Land
Trust Alliance, conservation casements are “legal
HIL"].:C'..'[I]L'HLE 58 PfliJFl(.']'t}' LAVTICT rnal-;t'. o restrict Ll'l.t
activiries that may rake place on hisfher land.” Usy-
ally this involves proteceing a grove of rrees, a wet-
land; ar other special navaral fearure. We are extend-
ing the purpose of @ conservarion easenent to inchade
protecring places of cultural significance such as na-
rive saered sites and gathering areas. "Cultural con-
sepvation easements” are & ool by which native peaple
can permancnty pratect and gain access to their an-
coseral lands: We have already received some infor-
muacion feam vasous land eeusts (2 special thanks ro
the Little Traverse Conservancy and the Vermont
Housing Trust) and we welcome other contributions
ol COMInEnts,

W [0 June 1995, program director lsmana Carney
presented an audio-visual leceuve: "Paths o the
Sacred - The Apache Girl's Puberty Ceremony.” This
event was co-sponsored with the American Indian
Museum of Monterey, California under the auspices
of the California Sere Historie Parks and arrended”
by 80 people,

B o July 1993, The Cultural Conservancy held a
rwo-day training session ar Indian Canyon, the an-
cestral lands of the Mussun-speaking band of Ohlane
Indians. The theme of the training was "Ecological
& Culrueal Resrararion.” with a particular emphasis
un healthy coslicion building, This event was part of
our MNative Lands and Culwares Rescoration Project.

B Ii Sepeember 1995, Melissa Nelson atended che
Internarional Saciery for Ecological Restoration con-
fercnce and presented & paper with Emily Schwalen
on “San Francisco Bay Area Coalicion Building with
Mative Americans: Guidelines for Restoration of
Community,” Melissaand Emily actively participared
in the “Indigencus Peoples: Traditional Knowledge”
panel discussions and artended the fivse planning
meeeing for the Indigenons Peoples Restoration Mee

work [IPRINY. Far mare information contact TCC ar
CPRMN divecrar, Dennic Martines, 7410 Greenleal D,
Eugle Poine, OR 97324; (503) 8301638,



For the Future

Special Projects:

B Szesng Narive Lands Handbook

Patricia Cummings is writing a handhook which will
outlineg many of the wols and practical methods used
to procect the ancestral lands of traditional native com-
munities, We have eecerved a $5.000 donarion from
Jennifer Easton forthe writing of the technical pare
of this handbook and are reguesting additional fnds
and/or matching grants. The additional funds would
enable the handbook o include chapters by orher
indigenous land activists such as Winona LaDule,
Tom Goldtwoth, Jeanette Armstrong, Gary Babhan,
and Dennis Marrinez.

B Documenting Traditional Knowledge: with
Bernice Torrez, Pomo-Kashaya Healer and Spiritual
Leader! By Ismana Carney

Oine of the stared purpases of the TOC Native Knowl-
eddge Working Group is as follotws:

“When requested by o native group or individual, as-
sist an documenting rraditional knowledge syseeime,.”

Tnn keeeping with this tenet 1 am currently involved
in documenting che religious/spiritual practices of the
Kashaya tribe as described and elaborared by Bernice
Torrer. Ceremonial dances and songs, their visionary
or dreamed origing and finctions within the tbe are
deseribed, Various healing rechniques, practices and
mazerials used will be discussed including the particu-
lar and specific healing uses of songs and dances.

Bernice is the daughter of the excensively docu-
menved Essie Parrish, Kashaya healer and Propheress,
Her mother trained her in the singing and healing ares
s dlid dicher highly senowned healers and spiritual lead-
ers such as Annie Jarvis and Mabel Meleay Bemice is
wag oba few left in her tribe who recains her language,
an enormans catelogue of traditional songs held in her
memory (she admirs eo over 4000, as well as extensive
kenowledae in the spiricual ways of her people. Addi-
tionally, her own personal recollections of her mother
and arher important historical tribal fgures ae exceed-
ingly valuable. Her life and her knowledge are very
impartant and highly relevant o the current effors

PO, Box 72086
Davis, CA 95617

€3 printed on recycled paper

o the part of many of us to preserve as much of Cali-
fornia Indian history and cultuee as possible. She is in
contact with the Smithsonian Instirue wha wish o
record her. She has been published in Mews Fran M
sive California and has worked elosely over the years
with Robert Oswalt of the California Language Inst-
tute at Berkeley co document the Kashaya language.
The "Bernice Project” needs funding ar this point
to achieve timely compleion.. We need to record her

while hervoice is srill strong, and to complese a video |

documentary while she is in good healch, If you ase
incerested in supporting this imporeant archival wark,
Pleasz contace: TOC Program Divecion, ftan Carney
208 Huctenda Dyive, Scores Valley €A S'J!]'({f (408)
619627 P (408} 451-0226.

B The Native Lands o Celtures Restaration P:'agmm.'
Based on our final planned meedng, it became dear
thar we want to'continue to suppors the restoratlon

efforts aready oecuring at Indian Canyon and assisc |

NIJE in the development of a Califoenian Indian pres-
ence at the San Froacisco Presidio. The culusral revi-
ralization wark of the Coast Federated Miwol is very
exciting and we support their restoration work at
Olompoli Stare Park near Novaro, The Bay Aren Na-
tive American Minisery is working with the ease bay
urban [ndian communty on a number of culeural res-
raration projects. TCC plans ro work with them on
theri innovative educational and eremonial acovities.

Cultural Education Projects:

| M Program Director, Ismana Carney, recently met

with Elizabech Sackler of the American Indiun Ritial
Object Reparriation Faundation to begin initial plan-
ning stages for a March 1997 national Repattiadon
conference to be held in Monrerey, California, We
are using the term “repatriation” to include the re-
warn of narive fands, saceed objeets, and. in response
to theourmageous life parenring acrivities of some bio-
technology companies, the revurn of human cell lines
and body parts. Jeanette Ar i fram Brtish Co-
lombia, Canada will be 2 key advuur in arginizing
this gathering,

THE CULTURAL CONSERVANCY

Please Join!

Yes, 1 vould like to suppore THE CULTURAL
COMSERVANCY, Enclosed is my tax-deductible

donation;

1 325 regular m:mbﬂﬁhm
2 E*CI

= ]

O Other: Amount §

[ %1 Nutive or low-income membership

Infarmation Packes: (price includes shipping)
U $10- FeoCultural Restoration Reader

U 45 - Native Knowledge Working Group

O 45 - Mative Land Trusts

0 %5 - Sacred Sites

3 Toral

Please make check oue ro: "Culeural Conservancy”
and mail o BO. Box 72086, Dhavis, CA 95617,

T would like o acknowledge and thank Tony Vargas
Running Shield for offering his beauriful arowork o
use in e newsletrer, Tony 1s Lakors and lives in Sourh
Dakora. For further infarmation about Tony and his
artwark, please contact The Culniral Conservancy,
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